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Meet the New Staff at River Ridge

River Ridge is pleased to welcome the following new employees to the district 
(left to right) Lindsey Ariss - 7th -12th Grade Spanish, Marissa Kreul -4K/Early 
Childhood, Kerri Price - 6th Grade ELA, and Heather Achenbach - Middle School 
Special Education Teacher. Missing from the photo:  Denise Wachter and Christine  
McCabe - Cook,  JoAnn Gerke - Long Term Physical Education Substitute, and Lauren  
Conkwright - Long Term Agriculture Education Substitute.
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The River Ridge School 
District will strive to 

provide a safe, challeng-
ing environment for  each 

individual student by 
promoting excellent staff 
development, encourag-
ing meaningful parent 
involvement, and earn-
ing strong community 

support through honesty, 
integrity, and open com-
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District Administrator
Clay Koenig

608-994-2715 or
koenigcl@rrsd.k12.wi.us

Editor
Tamara Hoffman

hoffmanta@rrsd.k12.wi.us

Question or suggestions for 
future articles, please call the 

District Administrator’s Office 
at 608-994-2715

 

Visit our website at   
www.rrsd.k12.wi.us

Guest And Visitor Protocol
•  All school doors will be locked throughout the school day.

•  Entry into the building will be extremely limited. Please ring the doorbell at  
    the main entrance and you will be addressed by office personnel.

•  Guests and visitors MUST report to the office before entering further into the  
    building.  Office personnel will ask you to sign in and will give you a visitor’s  
    badge to wear. 

•  All staff members (including substitutes) are to be consistent about stopping  
   anyone who does not have identification to ensure our students’ safety.  The  
   visitor’s pass is a way to show that you have signed in and that you are a safe  
   person to be in our hallways. 

•  When you have completed your visit, please return the badge to the office, sign       
    out, and leave through the front doors.

Before and After School

Drop Off:

•  Absolutely no student will be allowed in the school prior to 7:35 AM
•  Students not riding the bus will be dropped off in the rear of the school by the   
    weight room. 

Pick-Up:

•  End-of-day student pick-up will be in the back of the school by the weight  
   room doors. Parents can park in stalls and a staff member will direct your child  
   to you.
 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and understanding as we strive to 
provide a safe and secure environment for your children.



Timberwolf News										                                   Page 3

The Board does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, 
creed, pregnancy, marital status, parental status, 
sexual orientation, sex, (including transgender  
status, change of sex or gender identity), or physical, 
mental, emotional, or learning disability (“Protected 
Classes”) in any of its student program and activi-
ties. The Board designates the following individu-
als to serve as the District’s “Compliance Officers.”          

Non-Discrimination Statement

Amy Jones - Student Service Coordinator 
608-994-2715   ext. 302

   P.O. Box 78, 11165 County Highway P 
          Patch Grove, WI 53817 

 
Bill Hannah - Elementary Principal 

608-994-2715   ext. 102
   P.O. Box 78, 11165 County Highway P 

          Patch Grove, WI 53817

We are seeking licensed substitute teachers and  
substitute support staff, including aides, cooks,  
secretarial, and custodial staff. Applications are  
available at www.rrsd.k12.wi.us or at the 
District Office 

   Substitute Teacher Rate for 2022-2023 
        $125: 1-20 days | $150: over 21 days  
        $180: flat for retired teachers

Substitutes Needed

River Ridge schools received donations of school 
supplies from 3M in Prairie du Chien, and Crossing  
Rivers Health. The supplies will be offered to students on 
the first day of school. We appreciate the generosity from 
our local area businesses.

Thank You For the Donation

Wednesday, September 14, 2022 
6:00-7:00 PM - River Ridge Sport Complex

Keep Collecting
River Ridge School District is  
continuing to collect:

*  Box Tops-get the App and scan your receipt, it is 
so easy to do. 

*  Pop Tabs -from the tops of cans-this helps fami-
lies stay at the Ronald McDonald House

*  Country Hearth  
    (UPC label--Loaves4learning)

*  Prairie Farms--milk caps

*  Coca Cola caps from bottles--this program is 
new for us.

The items can be dropped off in the main office or 
with Lisa Clark.

Any questions, please call:
Lisa Clark - 994-2715  ex 221 or
email: clarkli@rrsd.k12.wi.us

The homecoming parade will be held Thurs-
day, September 15 starting at 6:00 PM in 
Patch Grove.  Any group or organization that 
would like to be in the parade please meet at 
      St. John’s church at 5:30 PM. 
      
       Any questions contact Mickey Quick or 
          Lisa Clark at school - 608-994-2715

Join The Parade
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High School Counselor News 
by Caron Townsend
Counseling Services Offered at River Ridge
Southwest Counseling will be offering mental health  
services to the River Ridge Community during the  
2022-23 school year.  A licensed therapist will come to 
River Ridge one day a week to meet with clients.  If 
you feel your son or daughter would benefit from these  
services, please contact Caron Townsend.

Homecoming Concession Stand
The River Ridge National Honor Society will be host-
ing a Homecoming Concession Stand on Thursday,  
September 15 after the homecoming parade and during 
the powder puff football game.  Dinner type items will 
be available so please come and enjoy.

The River Ridge National Honor Society will be  
sponsoring their annual Blood Drive on Wednesday,  
October 27, 2022 from 11:30 AM.- 2:30 PM in the  
River Ridge School multi-purpose room.  This drive will  
provide services to several hospitals in Illinois, Iowa, 
Missouri and Wisconsin including Grant Regional 
Health Center in Lancaster.

The public is welcomed.  Our goal is 50 units so please 
come and help the cause.  If you wish to donate, contact 
Garth Osterday at 994-2715 or e-mail osterdaga@rrsd.
k12.wi.us. 

National Honor Society Sponsoring 
Blood Drive

2022-23 SCHOOL COUNSELING ACTIVITIES

October 12, 2022     PSAT Testing (Select Juniors)   
                                             8:00 AM-12:00 PM

October 17, 2022     Wisconsin Education Fair 

October 19, 2022     Financial Aid Night – 7:00 PM

January 25, 2023     8th Grade Registration – 7:00 PM

January 23-27, 2023  2023-24 High School Course  
                                                  Registration 

March 7, 2023	            ACT (Juniors) –  
                                             8:00 AM- 12:30 PM

March 21, 2023          ACT Make-Ups

March 20-April 28     Forward & Pre-ACT Exams  
                                                9th & 10th grade		
		
April 19, 2023	 NHS Banquet – 7:00 PM

May 3, 2023	 	 AP English Lit Exam  
                                                8:00 AM-12:00 PM

May 5, 2023	 	 AP US History Exam  
                                                 8:00 AM-12:00 PM

May 9, 2023		  AP English Language Exam  
                                                   8:00 AM -12:00 PM

May 10, 2023		 AP Biology Exam  
                                                    12:00-3:30 PM

May 12, 2023		 8th Grade Orientation  
                                                      8:00 - 10:30 AM

May 17, 2023	 	  Senior Awards Banquet  
                                                       7:00 PM

May 19, 2023               Graduation – 7:00 PMWednesday, 
September 28, 2022 

Dismissal at 12:30 PM 
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HOMECOMINGHOMECOMING
EVENTSEVENTS

RIVER RIDGE SCHOOLRIVER RIDGE SCHOOL
2022

Monday - USA Day

Kick off MOnday - High School Games

   - JV Football - Home - vs Fennimore - 5:30 PM
   - Volleyball at Highland - 6:00 PM

Sept.
12

SEpt.
13

SEpt.
14

SEpt. 
15

Tuesday - Surfer vs Bikers

Skit and Lip sync practice - High school
   
   - Cross Country at North Crawford - 4:00 PM
   - Volleyball  - Home -vs Potosi - 6:00 PM

Wednesday - Holiday Day (Dress like your Holiday)

   Seniors - Halloween * Juniors - Christmas
   Sophomores - Valentine's Day * Freshman - St. Patrick's Day
   
   - Color Run at River Ridge Sports Complex - 6:00 PM
   - Skit Night in River Ridge High School Gym - 7:30 PM

Thursday - Powderpuff Day

   Wear Powderpuff t-shirt or favorite sports shirt
       Float building - High School students 6th, 7th, and 8th Hours
   
   - Parade in Patch Grove - 6:00 PM
   - Powderpuff football at Sports Complex - 7:00 PM

SEpt. 
16

Friday - Purple Day 
 
 Wear as much as purple as possible
   
   - All School Pep Rally in High School Gym - 2:55 PM
   - Football- Home vs Pecatonica/Argyle - 7:00 PM
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This Fall Back To School Will Also Mean Back to Student Meal Rates for 
Nutritious School Meals. 

Why apply for free & reduced meals?
River Ridge Schools Food Services encourages ALL families to apply for free 
and reduced meals. Applications and instructions available on River Ridge  
website and jmc Family portal. Only one application needs to be filled out per family.

Increased school 
funding for education

Increased grant funding 
opportunities

Reduced or free  
nutritious meals

Discounted fees associated 
with college applications

Increased technology 
and network funding

Discounted fees for SAT, 
ACT, and AP testing

You’re off to 
great places! 
Today is your

day! 
Your mountain 

is waiting,
so get  

on your way!
- Dr. Seuss
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  Key   Start and End of Quarters

September 2022 October 2022 November 2022

December 2022 January 2023 February 2023

March 2023 April 2023 May 2023

RIVER RIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
School Calendar
Board Approved March 9, 2022

First and Last day of School

No School for Students

Early Release ‐ 12:30 PM

End of the Quarters

Parent/Teacher Conferences

First Quarter ‐ Sept. 1 ‐ Nov. 3

Second Quarter ‐ Nov. 7 ‐ Jan. 17

Third Quarter ‐ Jan. 19 ‐Mar. 23 

Fourth Quarter ‐Mar. 27 ‐May 26

School Hours ‐ 8:00 AM ‐ 3:25 PM               
River Ridge website ‐ www.rrsd.k12.wi.us
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Breakfast is served with choice of fruit and milk daily.
Two entrees will be offered each day. Students may choose one. The second option for PK - 4th grade is a yogurt lunch (consists of 4 oz. yogurt, uncrustable, vegetable, 
fruit, and milk) and the second option for 5th - 12th is a chef salad. 

Each meal must have a combined 1/2 cup total of vegetables and/or fruit on the tray in order to qualify for a reimbursable lunch 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

    1 2 3

First Day of School 5:00 PM Soccer at 8:45 AM CC at
5:00 PM  MSFB at Arcadia  Darlington

 Bluffview 7:00 PM HSFB vs
6:00 PM  HSVB at  Parkview

 Shullsburg

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Labor Day School Picture Day School Picture Day 4:30 PM MSVB vs 7:00 AM HSFB at 8:30 AM CC at
No School 4:30 PM CC at  Bluff View  Fennimore  Spring Green

Boscobel 5:00 PM - MSFB at 9:00 AM HSVB at 
4:30 PM MSVB at Wauzeka Lancaster

 Fennimore 5:00 PM - Fresh VB at
5:30 PM JVFB at Benton

  Galena 5:00 PM Soccer at
6:00 PM HSVB vs Richland Center

Cassville 6:00 PM -HSVB at
Benton

 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17

4:30 PM - MSVB at 4:00 PM CC at 6:00 PM Color Run 5:00 PM Soccer vs 7:00 PM HSFB vs 9:30 AM MSFB vs

 Potosi North Crawford 7:30 PM Skit Night Dodgeville Pec/Argyle Riverdale

5:00 PM Fresh. VB at 4:30 PM MSVB at 6:00 PM Parade

 Highland Boscobel 7:00 PM CC at
5:30 PM  JVFB vs 5:00 PM Fresh. VB vs Boscobel

Fennimore Potosi 7:00 PM Powderpuff 
6:00 PM  HSVB at 5:00 PM Soccer vs Football

Highland River Valley
6:00 PM HSVB vs

 Potosi
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

KickOff MS Fundraiser 4:00 PM CC at 5:30 PM Reg. Board Mtg. 5:00 PM MSFB vs 7:00 PM HSFB at HS JV VB 
4:30 PM MSVB at Westby Ithaca Warren Jr/Sr HS Tournament

Cassville 4:30 PM MSVB at 5:00 PM Fresh. VB @
5:00 PM Soccer at Bluff View Belmont

Viroqua 5:00 PM Soccer vs 5:00 PM Soccer vs
5:30 PM JVFB at Platteville/Lancaster La Crosse Central

Pec/Argyle 6:00 PM MSVB at
Wauzeka

6:00 PM HSVB at
Belmont

25 26 27 28 29 30  
4:30 PM MSVB vs HS Honors Choir 12:30 PM - 6th GR. 6th Gr. Outdoor 6th Gr. Outdoor

Cassville MS Honors Choir Outdoor Edu. Trip Edu. Trip Edu. Trip
5:30 PM JVFB vs at Belmont 12:30 PM Early Release 4:00 PM CC at 7:00 PM HSFB at

Black Hawk/Warren 5:00 PM Soccer vs 1:00 PM Teacher Kickapoo East Dubuque
6:00 PM HSVB vs Richland Center In-Sevice 4:30 PM MSVB vs

Shullsburg Fennimore
4:00 PM Soccer at

Logan
6:00 PM HSVB at

SEPTEMBER 2022
SUNDAY

Homecoming Week 
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APPROVED MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING OF THE RIVER RIDGE BOARD OF  
EDUCATION OF THE RIVER RIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT, GRANT COUNTY, WISCONSIN: JULY 12, 2022,  
AT 5:30 PM.

I. Call to Order, Meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Ken Nies at 5:32 PM 

II. Roll Call, Ken Nies, Aaron Stagman, Josh Copsey, 
Kirk Hamman, Megan Kussmaul, Adam Guthrie. Ab-
sent, Jason Cathman 
 

III. School Board Leadership Session facilitated by 
Fran Finco, from Wisconsin Association of School 
Boards. 

IV. Adjourn, Adam Guthrie made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Aaron Stagman. Motion passed on a 
6-0 voice vote, meeting adjourned at 6:59 PM

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF THE RIVER RIDGE BOARD OF  
EDUCATION OF THE RIVER RIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT, GRANT COUNTY, WISCONSIN:  
JULY 12, 2022, AT 7:00 PM.
I. Call to Order- Board president Ken Nies called meeting 
to order at 7:04 PM 

II. Roll Call- Present; Ken Nies, Megan Kussmaul, Adam 
Guthrie, Aaron Stagman, Kirk Hamann, Josh Copsey. Ab-
sent Jason Cathman 

III. Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

IV. Statement of Notice- Board President, Kenny Nies  
approved the posting and called the meeting official. 

V. Appearances – No public participation 
 
VI. Approval of Minutes

A. June 8, 2022, Regular Board Meeting Minutes
B. Kirk Hamman made a motion to approve the min-
utes, Josh Copsey seconded the motion. Motion passed 
on a 6-0 voice vote. 

VII. Reports
A. Finance – Tracy Stagman

i. Financial statements, receipts, and expenditures 
– Tracy Stagman presented the financial state-
ments, receipts and expenditures for June 2022. 
Adam Guthrie made a motion to approve the 
financial statement pending an audit of 2021/2022 
for revenues of $1,940,961.28 and expenditures of 
$1,759,322.36. Aaron Stagman seconded the mo-
tion and it passed on a 6-0 roll call vote. 
 
    1. Megan Kussmaul made a motion to approve 
     the finances, Aaron Stagman seconded the  
     motion. Motion passed on a 6-0 roll call vote.

ii. Approve First Draft of 2022-2023 Budget, Adam 
Guthrie made a motion to approve the first draft, 
Aaron Stagman seconded the motion. Motion passed 
on a 6-0 roll call vote.
iii. Risk Insurance Renewals. Josh Copsey made a 
motion to approve the Risk Insurance Renewals, 
Adam Guthrie seconded the motion, passed on a 6-0 
roll call vote. 

B. Building and Grounds Committee Report – Kenny 
Nies, Chair

i. Maintenance Director’s Report
     1 Jim talked about the awnings being installed  
      and completed and that the blacktop paving has 
      been completed and that most of the lighting  
      project is completed. 

C. Superintendent’s Report
i. Summer School, Clay said that about 150 kids will 
be attending summer school,
which compares to last year’s numbers. 

VIII. Old Business
A. Substitute Teaching

i. Adam Guthrie made a motion to pay sub teachers 
$125 for days 1-20 and $150 for days 21+, also to 
pay any retired teachers $180 a day. Aaron Stagman 
seconded the motion. Motion passed on a 6-0 roll 
call vote.

                                                 Continue to next page
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RR Timberwolves River Ridge School District

IX. New Business
A. 2022-2023 Academic Standards, Aaron Stagman 
made a motion to approve the 2022-2023 Academic 
Standards, Megan Kussmaul seconded the motion.  
Motion passed on a 6-0 voice vote. 

B. Hiring/Resignations.
i. Kirk Hamman made a motion to accept the res-
ignation of Susana Magsig (Spanish Teacher) with 
regret and seconded by Josh Copsey Motion passed 
on a 6-0 voice vote.
ii. Megan Kussmaul made a motion to accept the 
resignation of Troy Dilley as High School Baseball 
Coach. Seconded by Adam Guthrie, motion passed 
on a 6-0 voice vote. 

C. FEH Updates, this project is currently out for bids 

D. Middle School Student Council/Handbook Change, 
Aaron Stagman made a motion to change the advisors 
from 2% for 2 advisors, to $500 each for 2 advisors. 
Seconded by Adam Guthrie, motion passed on a 6-0 roll 
call vote. 

E. Public Safety Meeting, Clay would like to have pub-
lic safety meeting in the future to pass information onto 
the public on what we are doing in the school to keep 
kids safe. 

X. Closed Session - Adjourn to closed session pursuant to 
Wis. Stat. sec. 19.85(1)(c) to consider employment, promo-
tion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any
public employee over which the governing body has juris-
diction or exercise responsibility.

A. Josh Copsey made a motion to enter closed session, 
seconded by Kirk Hamman. Motion passed on a 6-0 
roll call vote. We entered closed session at 8:17 PM 

B. Individual Contracts 

C. Kirk Hamman made the motion to return to open 
session, seconded by Megan Kussmaul. Motion passed 
on a 6-0 voice vote. Back in open session at 10:03 PM 

D. Action taken on Closed Session item “B”. Adam 
Guthrie made a motion to change Nancy Fassbinder’s 
contract to 210 days, move to a Class III, B. 10.5 month
employee and $42,000, seconded by Aaron Stagman. 
Motion passed on a 4-2 roll call vote. Yes: Ken Nies, 
Aaron Stagman, Josh Copsey, Megan Kussmaul. No:
Adam Guthrie, Kirk Hamman 

XI. Appearances - There were no public appearances. 

XII. Information
A. Upcoming Meeting Schedule 
     i. Special Board Meeting – July 20 at 6:00 PM

ii. Regular Board Meeting – August 17 at 5:30 PM 

XIII. Adjourn – Kirk Hamman made the motion to adjourn  
the meeting, seconded by Megan Kussmaul. Motion passed 
on a 6-0 voice vote. Meeting adjourned at 10:13 PM

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING OF THE RIVER RIDGE BOARD OF  
EDUCATION OF THE RIVER RIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT, GRANT COUNTY, WISCONSIN:  
JULY 20, 2022, AT 6:00 PM.
I. Call to Order, Meeting was called to order by Vice Presi-
dent Jason Cathman at 6:00 PM 

II. Roll Call, Aaron Stagman, Josh Copsey, Kirk Hamman, 
Megan Kussmaul, Jason Cathman Absent, Adam Guthrie 
and Kenny Neis 
 
III. Board reviewed only bid from Midwest Builders. Front 
Office Entry Addition and Remodel Project bid price was 
substantially over budget, the Board listened to recommen-
dations from FEH Design. Josh Copsey made a motion to 

reject this bid with intentions for re-bidding in the future. 
Kirk Hamann seconded the motion. Motion passed on a 5-0 
voice vote. 

IV. Adjourn, Kirk Hamann made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Megan Kussmaul. Motion passed on 
a 5-0 voice vote, meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM
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Office Hours
Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

River Ridge School District  -  Educating Tomorrow’s Future

Administration
Clay Koenig - District Administrator ...................994-2715 Ext. 100
Bill Hannah - Elementary Principal......................994-2715 Ext. 102
Wade Winkers - MS/HS Dean of Students...........994-2715 Ext. 114
Tracy Stagman - Business Official........................994-2715 Ext. 104
Amy Jones - Special Education Coordinator........994-2715 Ext. 302

Other Contacts

Wade Winkers - Athletic Director.........................994-2715 Ext. 114 
Technology Coordinator.......................................994-2715 Ext. 130

Board of Education 

Kenneth Nies - President........................ 988-4536 
Jason Cathman- Vice President............... 994-3263 
Adam Guthrie -Secretary........................ 778-7080
Kirk Hamann - Treasurer........................ 778-0700
Josh Copsey - Member............................ 732-5773 
Megan Kussmaul - Member.................... 778-7080 
Aaron Stagman - Member....................... 994-2114


